Corporate Confession and Absolution
For centuries when God’s people gathered they have corporately confessed their sins.
As appropriate to you, make this confession yours as I lead us in prayer:
Confession:
Most holy and merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another that we have sinned against you by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart and
mind and strength; we have not fully loved our neighbors as ourselves; we have not always had in us the
mind of Christ. You alone know how often we have grieved you by wasting your gifts, by wandering from
your ways, by forgetting your love. Forgive us, we pray you, most merciful Father, and free us from our
sin. Renew in us the grace and strength of your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ your Son, our
Savior. Amen. Book of Common Prayer
OR
Confession:
“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
For I know my transgressions and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. Psalm 130 and 51
Absolution:
“Now hear the promise of our God in response to genuine contrition: “This is the message we have heard from
him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all… If we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin… If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness… We have one who
speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One (AND) he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins...
I John
OR
“Almighty God, our heavenly father, who of his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins to all who with
genuine repentance and true faith turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen
(Book of Common Prayer)
OR
Absolution:
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. Romans 5:1-5

OR
Absolution:
“I tell you that at this moment there are only two places in which your sins can be, and I defy the wisdom of the
world to find out a third. Either your sins are UPON YOURSELF, unpardoned, unforgiven, uncleansed, unwashed
away,—sinking you daily nearer to hell! Or else your sins are UPON CHRIST, taken away, forgiven, pardoned,
blotted out and cleansed away by Christ’s precious blood! I am utterly unable to see any third place in which a
man’s sins can possibly be; I am utterly unable to discover any third alternative. Forgiven or unforgiven,—
pardoned or not pardoned,—cleansed away or not cleansed,—this, according to the Bible, is the exact position of
every one’s sins.” … If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. J.C. Ryle

