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ABSTRACT

Is a change taking place in the way evangelical preachers
preach? What is the task of the preacher in the later years of the
twentieth century and the early years of the twenty-first century?
As the preacher speaks to the congregation Sunday after Sunday
is he or she an evangelist, a teacher, a motivator-leader of
Christians in the cultural battles of our era, a healer of the modern
problem-ridden parishioner, a vision-caster for the growing
church, or is the preacher's message something else or all of the
above? This paper will demonstrate that we are currently in a
paradigm shift in the types of sermons preached in conservative
evangelical churches. That shift is from an emphasis on teaching
the Bible to an emphasis on solving life's problems. This is a
change from the preacher as teacher of the Word to the preacher
as counselor of the people.

This paper will demonstrate that such a shift signals a
dangerous future for the church. Evangelical preachers are called
to communicate God's Word, accurately reflecting its content and
its intent for the good of the hearers.

To determine if a change has or is taking place four
sources were probed: The curricula of eight evangelical seminar-

ies and their homileticians, the preaching practice of the pastors



of the Rocky Mountain District of the Evangelical Free Church, and
the preaching practice of seven high-profile preachers.

While the evidence suggests that a change is taking place
it is not as pervasive as might be assumed by reading some books
and attending the seminars of some popular preachers.

The central issue for the future is to what extent preach-
ers will adequately anchor their sermons in the text of the Scrip-
ture and accurately reflect its authoritative message to the audi-

ence.
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CHAPTER 1
PREACHING: A NEW MODEL FOR THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY?

What is the preacher's task in the later years of the
twentieth century and the early years of the twenty-first century?
As the preacher speaks to the congregation Sunday after Sunday
is he or she an evangelist attempting to lead people to a saving
faith in Jesus Christ? Is the preacher a Bible teacher attempting
to give people a better foundation in biblical knowledge and
application? Is the preacher a motivator-leader of Christians in
the cultural battles of our era? Is the preacher a healer of the
modern problem-ridden parishioner? Is the preacher a vision-
caster for the growing church? Or is the preacher's message
something else or all of the above?

The lead article in the Spring 1993 issue of "Leadership"
provides a good illustration of the confusing options available to
preachers in the 1990s. D. James Kennedy tells us to "Flex our
muscle" as he writes, "Our responsibility in the church is to insist
that the laws of this Christian nation be consistent with God's"

(Kennedy 1993, 25). I'm assuming Kennedy would expect the



preacher to lead that crusade through his preaching. Jack
Hayford tells us that "the Lord is calling us to manifest the heart of
God for the lost, and that means we take a stance of proclamation
more than protest" (Hayford 1993, 26). I'm assuming Hayford
would encourage preachers in their preaching to evangelize not
crusade. James Montgomery Boice tells us "the chief thing we
should want to do is teach the Bible" (Boice 1993, 27). And a
survey of Rick Warren's Sunday sermon titles reveals "Secrets of
a Satisfying Marriage," "God's Answer to Your Needs," "Building
Better Relationships,” and "Super Successful Living" (from the
1994 tape catalog of Saddleback Church). Warren seems to be
advocating sermons that primarily address the hurts of modern
life. What is to be the focus of today's sermons? Is it evangelism,
church growth, Bible teaching, successful living, cultural
interdiction, holiness, or something else?

In this paper | will show that we are currently in a para-
digm shift in the focus of sermons preached in conservative
evangelical churches. That shift is from teaching the Bible to
solving life's problems. This is a change from preacher-teacher to
preacher-"healer." Most evangelical preachers in the present, as
in the past, would want to claim that their messages both teach
the Bible and meet relevant needs. The difference is in the use of
the Scriptures in preaching. | will attempt to show that for the
past many years preaching as "teaching the Bible" has been the

dominant model of preaching in conservative evangelical circles.



But with certain elements of the church growth movement in
America, with some growing mega-churches, and in particular
certain highly visible preachers, such an emphasis has been made
on immediate relevancy in preaching that application, much more
than exposition, has become the preferred model among many
evangelicals. Now any preacher would be quick to point out that
one need not choose between exposition and application. That is
true but "which drives which?" is an issue of great importance.

| am a preacher. Preaching is one of the most important
tasks | address as a pastor. | began my pastoral training in 1965
and was schooled from the beginning in expository preaching. My
mentors, personal and in books, were men who convincingly said
that the preacher was to be a teacher of the Bible. My Sunday
after Sunday responsibility was to teach God's people what the
Word says and how it applies to life.

During the years that have followed | have been chal-
lenged by other models. Several important voices in evangelical-
ism give different advice as to what should be the focus of an
evangelical pastor's preaching. The question is then asked, "Who
should | listen to?" and "What kind of preaching is most faithful to
God's intention for preachers?" Is my role as a preacher mainly
to heal, inform, or convert? Are these truly three different agendas
for a preacher or simply three different ways of addressing three

different levels of the same agenda (disciplemaking)?



Like most preachers | desire to be successful. The
question is how do | judge success? Part of the problem for
preachers is the barrage of signals from publishers, promoters,
and parishioners that the local church must grow in size. The
models that are continually paraded before the preacher are the
super-churches with their super-preachers. The message heard is
that growth is the test of effectiveness. At that point the only
question remaining is how to preach to attract and hold the largest
crowds. Growth becomes the engine that drives the style and
content of preaching. The question | begin to ask myself is, "Am |

a preacher who first of all loves Jesus and loves the lost or am |



