
The Relationship of Faith and Action 
 
Read James 2:14-26 and answer the following questions: 
 
1. (2:14)  James clearly implies there is a kind of faith that is 
 unable to save.  What kind of faith is this? 
 
 
2. (2:15-16) In this hypothetical situation, what does the 
 speaker do and not do?  
 
 
 What is the implied answer to the question, “What good is it?”  
 
 
3. (2:17) When is “faith” “dead?”  
  
 
 In what way is the faith dead? Cf. 2:14 
 
 
4. (2:18) It is implied that there are two people. What does one 
 have?   
 
 What does the other have?  
 
 
 Which half of the second sentence (“Show me your 
 faith…”) provides a definition of real faith?   
 
 
5.  (2:19) What do even the demons believe?   
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Questions are to be completed the week of April 27 leading up to the sermon on May 4. 

      Shoe-leather Christianity  



 
 
 What does their response indicate?  
 
 
6. (2:20) What will James next give evidence for?  
 
 
7.  (2:21) Read Genesis 22 for the full story. What was the basis 

 of Abraham being considered righteous?  
 
 
8.  (2:22) What two conclusions about the relationship of faith 

 and actions does James draw from the illustration of  
 Abraham? 
 
 
9.  (2:23) What action of Abraham confirmed his faith in God?  
 Cf. 2:21  
 
 
10.  (2:24) On what basis does James say a person is justified?  
 
 
11.  (2:25) Read Joshua 2 for the full story. When James writes, 
 “In the same way”, to what is he referring? 
 
 
 What does James imply is the basis of Rahab being  
 considered righteous? 
 
 
12.  (2:26) What analogy does James use to describe genuine 
 faith? 
 
 
 What kind of faith is dead? 
 
 
 What then is James’ definition of living and genuine faith?  

Personal Reflection 
 

Belief in God is not the same as trust in God. What is the 
difference? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Faith and deeds cannot work independently of one another. They 
are not mutually exclusive. How can we err in faith without deeds 
or in deeds without faith? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If someone were to testify to your faith in Jesus Christ, what 
evidence would support his or her claim? What “proof” would they 
observe in the “deeds” of your life? 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse:  James 2:26 
James 2:26 “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith  
without deeds is dead.”  
  
For VerseMinder go to http://soundliving.org/verseminder.shtml 
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