
A Summary of Romans 
From Romans  

Edited by Jerry Nelson 
 
 
The Theme of the Book: 
Romans 1:16-17 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power 
of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile.  17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The 
righteous will live by faith.” 
 
Humanity’s Problem: 
1:20-21 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21 
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 1:25 “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped 
and served created things rather than the Creator 2:5 “because of your 
stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath , when his righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 3:9-11  “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better ? Not at 
all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all 
under sin.   10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;  
11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 3:23 “for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 
 
God’s Remedy: 
3:21-24 “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.  22 This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by 
faith apart from observing the law. 
4:4-5 “Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, 
but as an obligation.  5 However, to the man who does not work but trusts 
God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 



 
The Great Results: 

Peace with God 
5:1-2 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained 
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God. 5:8-9 “But God demonstrates his own love for us 
in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have now 
been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s 
wrath through him! 
 

Freedom from the controlling power of sin 
6:1-2 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase?  2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 
6:3,6 “don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 6 For we know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin. 6:14-15 “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, 
as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those 
who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body 
to him as instruments of righteousness.  14 For sin shall not be your master, 
because you are not under law, but under grace. 8:5,9 “Those who live 
according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds 
set on what the Spirit desires… You, however, are controlled not by the 
sinful nature but by the Spirit…” 
 

We are Adopted into God’s Forever Family 
8:15-17 “For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba,Father.”  16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are 
God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 
and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that 
we may also share in his glory. 
 

We will be resurrected from the dead. 
8:18-23 “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us.  19 The creation waits in eager 
expectation for the sons of God to be revealed…we who have the firstfruits 



of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. 
 

We are now under God’s constant care 
8:28-30 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified. 
 

God guarantees his love. 
8:38-39  “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  39 neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

We are chosen by God’s mercy! 
9:16 “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s 
mercy. 
 

What about the Jews 
10:16 “not all the Israelites accepted the good news. 
11:1 “Did God reject his people? By no means! 
11:5 “So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 
11:25-26 “I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that 
you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until 
the full number of the Gentiles has come in.  26 And so all Israel will be 
saved 
 
Our Response to Grace: 
12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
spiritual act of worship.  2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will. 12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another 
above yourselves.12:17 “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everybody. 13:1 “Everyone must submit himself 
to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God 



has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
13:9 “The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do 
not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 14:13 
“Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up 
your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 
 

Benediction 
16:25-27 “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the 
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 
hidden for long ages past,  26 but now revealed and made known through 
the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all 
nations might believe and obey him— 27 to the only wise God be glory 
forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
 


