John 9:1-41

How accurate is the man’s description of what Jesus told
him to do?
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Do you think the man was a Christian by the time he could
see? Why or why not?

Blind Man
3. (v. 9:13-16) Who brought the formerly blind man to the
Pharisees?

1. (v. 9:1-5) What did the disciples assume was the reason for
the man’s blindness?
What reason did Jesus give for this man’s blindness?

What about the incident divided the Pharisees?

What is (are) the cause(s) of infirmities and illnesses today?
Cf. 8:12 with 9:5 –
Which side of the 9:16 controversy does the formerly blind
man take?

What is the connection?
How might 9:6-41 connect with 9:1 and 8:12?

What did the parents confirm and what would they not
confirm? Why?

2. (v. 9:6-12) Think about it: What point do the questions by
the neighbors and others establish?

4. (v. 9:24-34) What is the testimony of the formerly blind
man?

Why might Jesus have sent the man to the Pool of Siloam
rather than healing him “on the spot”?

What two comments by the formerly blind man infuriate the
Pharisees? Why?
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Was the response of the parents God-honoring or self-serving?
Why or why not?

5. (v. 9:35-38) What indication is there that this man truly
“believed” Jesus in contrast to those of 2:23-24; 6:66 and
8:30?

As we observe the blind man, we see a progress of belief, from
Jesus as simply a man, to a prophet, to a teacher to be followed,
to someone "from God,” to the Messiah, the Son of God. Where
are you in this progression of belief?
6. (v. 9:39-41) Jesus uses the words “see” and “blind” both
literally and metaphorically - paraphrase verses 39-41
deciding whether the words are used literally or metaphorically.
What point is Jesus making in verse 39 and what point is he
making in verse 41?

7. How might v. 9:6-41 connect with v. 9:1 and v. 8:12?

If true worship follows genuine belief, then what does your
expression of worship suggest about the authenticity of your belief
in Jesus?

Prayer Response
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Personal Reflection

_____________________________________________________________

What are the characteristics of being spiritually blind? How
would one gain sight by him/herself? What light does Jesus
shine on this darkness?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Like the Pharisees, many "religious" people of today walk in
spiritual darkness. What do they miss? Why do they miss it?

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

We have seen how belief in Jesus draws hard lines and
continues to create division. The blind man's parents chose to
avoid the questions for fear of excommunication. How are
people in American culture faced with similar situations?

_____________________________________________________________
If you are not currently in a Small Group, we encourage you to discuss
your reflection questions with a family member or a close friend.
Previous lessons are available on-line at www.sgc.org/John.
If you would like to be part of a Small Group,
please contact Dori Sear at dsear@sgc.org
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